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19th consecutive win. The championship vic-
tory marked the first state championship in a 
team sport for Argyle High School. 

This victory was a combined effort by many 
extremely talented athletes, and would not 
have been possible if it was not for the incred-
ible sense of teamwork put forth by all ath-
letes. 

I extend my sincere congratulations to Steve 
Schmidt, head coach as well as Miss Chelsea 
Cook, Ms. Brooke Shepherd, Ms. Ally Clardy, 
Ms. Yvonne Glass, Ms. Kristie Krueger, Ms. 
Kinzie Ellis, Ms. Emma Forrer, Ms. Bailey 
Slough, Ms. Meagan Gonzales, Ms. Teacup 
Gorman and Ms. Alex Marshall, the members 
of the State Champion Argyle Girls Basketball 
Team. 
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TRIBUTE TO RED CROSS 
VOLUNTEERS 

HON. BOB BEAUPREZ 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

Mr. BEAUPREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the thousands of Americans 
who proudly call themselves Red Cross volun-
teers. I stand to show my support for their 
service to this country, their sacrifice in leaving 
their homes and loved ones to rush to the aid 
of fellow Americans in their own community, or 
another community hundreds, even thousands 
of miles away. 

When you talk about the American Red 
Cross, you must never forget that you are talk-
ing about volunteers. More than 95% of Red 
Cross workers are volunteers. They are on no 
government payroll. They have no secret mo-
tives or hidden agendas. They are citizens in 
voluntary service of their fellow citizens. 

March is Red Cross Month. We take the 
time to honor the compassion of the volunteer 
spirit. 

In my own district, these good people are at 
work daily, teaching CPR, helping to collect 
lifesaving blood, teaching someone how to 
swim, and responding in the middle of the 
night to comfort one of their neighbors whose 
house has burned down. It is simply impos-
sible to imagine our community without the 
Red Cross. 

There is a reason why every president since 
Franklin Roosevelt has declared March to be 
Red Cross Month. This is an organization that 
mimics American’s tendencies to help a neigh-
bor in need, and provides an essential safety 
net affecting millions of lives. It has earned the 
right to be called a national treasure. 

No one is more interested in building the 
best possible Red Cross than the people of 
the Red Cross themselves. Their only desire 
is to fulfill their mission of compassion and hu-
manity—a mission they have upheld with 
honor for 125 years. Let us take care to guard 
this well-earned reputation, aiding and sup-
porting them as they have aided and sup-
ported America. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CSRS RE-
TIREMENT REPAYMENT TECH-
NICAL CORRECTION ACT OF 2006 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing the CSRS Retirement Repayment 
Technical Correction Act of 2006. This bill 
would correct an unintended consequence that 
followed the enactment of the Omnibus Rec-
onciliation Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–508) 
on November 5, 1990, and provide relief for 
federal employees who were adversely af-
fected by that enactment. 

The Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1990 
made retroactive changes to the rules related 
to separating federal employees. While the 
rules were made retroactive to October 1, 
1990, the implementing regulations were not 
promulgated until February 1991. This four 
month period between the enactment of the 
law and the promulgation of the implementing 
regulations has adversely affected any federal 
employee who withdrew their retirement con-
tributions during this period. 

This matter was brought to my attention by 
Sandra Schatz Landis, my constituent who 
was on maternity leave from the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS), a former bu-
reau of the Department of Justice at the time 
in question. On November 5, 1990, Ms. Landis 
withdrew $24,439.00 in retirement contribu-
tions and was advised that if she later re-en-
tered federal service, she could re-deposit the 
withdrawal without paying interest and not suf-
fer any adverse consequences. 

Unbeknownst to Ms. Landis and the per-
sonnel specialists at INS who were advising 
her, because ofthe enactment of the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 that oc-
curred on that very same day, November 5, 
1990, employees who withdrew their retire-
ment contributions as far back as October 1, 
1990 were suddenly required to repay their 
withdrawn contributions with interest in order 
to have the prior service included in their an-
nuity calculation. What is unfair about this is 
that employees had no warning that the rules 
under which they were making major financial 
decisions were changing. If Ms. Landis were 
to make this repayment today, she would have 
to refund over $58,000 of which $34,000 is in-
terest. This is just one example of an unin-
tended injustice that must be corrected. 

The CSRS Retirement Repayment Tech-
nical Correction Act of 2006 will provide relief 
to those who withdrew their retirement con-
tributions between Oct 1, 1990, when the Om-
nibus Reconciliation Act was enacted, and 
February 1991, when implementing regula-
tions were promulgated. It is fair and reason-
able legislation that needs to be enacted into 
law. 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION SHOULD FULLY PRO-
TECT THE FREEDOMS OF ALL 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES WITH-
OUT DISTINCTION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2006 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res. 
190, expressing the sense of the Congress 
that the Russian Federation should fully pro-
tect the freedoms of all religious communities 
without distinction, whether registered and un-
registered, as stipulated by the Russian Con-
stitution and international standards. 

This resolution is an essential demonstration 
of our continued commitment to protecting reli-
gious freedom for all human beings throughout 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker, this nation was built by those 
who escaped persecution in their own home-
lands. Today we continue to see people 
throughout the world who still can not freely 
practice their faith. 

It is vital in order to protect the principles of 
freedom that this nation was founded on, that 
we protect the ability of each person in the 
United States to freely observe their religious 
practices. This also means that we as a nation 
must push other countries throughout the 
world to meet this same ideal standard on reli-
gious freedom. 

Religious freedom is a fundamental human 
right as affirmed by numerous international 
declarations and covenants, as well as by the 
United Nations General Assembly. I remain 
hopeful that we will continue with further ef-
forts to fight religious intolerance. 

I applaud today’s measure with enthusiasm 
and reverence. 

f 

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
KUR KUR AND SIMON GARANG 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the achieve-
ments of two young men for whom I have the 
utmost respect and admiration. Mr. Kur Kur 
and Mr. Simon Garang, currently of Boulder, 
Colorado, will graduate with degrees from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder in May, 
2006, closing one remarkable chapter in their 
lives and beginning another. For these two 
men, obtaining their degrees was more than a 
matter of attending classes and passing tests; 
it was a stunning journey from the impover-
ished and war-torn deserts of East Africa to 
the mountains of Colorado and the classrooms 
of CU–Boulder. 

Mr. Kur and Mr. Garang were born in dif-
ferent parts of southern Sudan and were 
forced to flee to Ethiopia at the age of eight 
to evade Islamic militants that were driving 
men, women, and children from their homes. 
Separated from their families, the boys walked 
the long journey to Ethiopia seeking refuge. 
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They remained there until war broke out in 
1991, and made another improbable and dif-
ficult journey to a refugee camp in Kenya, 
where they would complete their high school 
educations in spite of severe hunger and pov-
erty. There Mr. Kur and Mr. Garang became 
aware of the possibility that they could come 
to the United States and work toward better 
lives via a special refugee program. They had 
lived the full experience of a group of young 
people that are now called ‘‘The Lost Boys of 
Sudan,’’ and would now open a new and 
hopeful chapter in their already difficult lives. 

After arriving in Colorado, Mr. Kur and Mr. 
Garang would meet Professor Bruce Bassoff, 
who saw that they were extraordinarily bright 
and offered to help them enroll at the Univer-
sity of Colorado. In the fall of 2002 they did 
just that, studying and working hard to obtain 
their degrees while enjoying a rich college ex-
perience. Their upcoming graduation is the 
culmination not only of those efforts, but of 
years of a type of struggle unimaginable to 
most Americans. 

I have every confidence that Mr. Kur and 
Mr. Garang will put their degrees and 
worldviews to great use, and I look forward to 
seeing what they—as well as the other five 
Sudanese students enrolled at CU—accom-
plish in the years to come. Theirs is a story of 
inspiration as well as a reminder of our good 
fortune and the struggles of those in Sudan 
and other parts of the underdeveloped world. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Kur Kur and Mr. Simon Garang on 
their upcoming graduations and to wish them 
well in their future endeavors. 
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IN OPPOSITION TO TARGETED 
MARKETING OF REFUND-ANTICI-
PATION LOANS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my deep concern at reports of the ap-
parent harmful impact of the marketing of 
high-cost refund-anticipation loans, RALs, to 
underserved communities. 

While RALs are advertised as giving con-
sumers quicker access to their hard-earned 
tax refund, it has been brought to my attention 
that tax refunds can be obtained almost as 
fast by the taxpayer to whom the refund is due 
as if taxpayers file online. It appears that not 
only are refunds not delivered with any greater 
expediency, but with interest rates between 40 
to 700 percent and additional fees, these 
loans are so excessively priced that they deny 
the taxpayer full use of their money. 

This issue is of particular interest to me as 
some of my constituents seem to be feeling 
the brunt of these loans, I have recently been 
informed that one of the highest concentration 
of refund loans in 2003 was made within the 
15th Congressional District in my home com-
munity, central Harlem. Also as the Ranking 
Member of the Ways and Means Committee, 
I am concerned because according to a recent 
study undertaken by the Neighborhood Eco-
nomic Development Advocacy Project, one 
quarter of New Yorkers who claimed the 
Earned Income Tax Credit in 2003 paid large 
amounts of their wages in fees related to 
RALs. 

Low-income families need not be exploited 
for the gains of corporate entities. According 
to the IRS, 79 percent of RAL recipients in 
2003 had incomes of $35,000 or less. In con-
trast, as the nation’s largest tax-preparation 
chain, H&R Block experienced an 8.5 percent 
increase in RAL revenue for Fiscal Year 2003. 
While RALs are one of H&R Block’s products, 
I expect the company to practice due diligence 
not only in promoting these products equally 
among your many locations but also in inform-
ing clients of their rights and product terms. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you during this tax sea-
son to lend your support in holding H&R Block 
and other tax-preparing companies respon-
sible to equitable targeting of these high-cost 
loans and full disclosure of their terms. 
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TRIBUTE TO HARRY BROWNE 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, America lost a 
great champion of liberty when Harry Browne 
passed away on March 1, at the age of 72. 
Harry had a passion for liberty and knowledge 
of a wide variety of subjects. His communica-
tion style, as he himself so marvelously put it, 
focused on converting his opponents rather 
than winning the argument. These attributes 
helped make him one of the most effective 
proponents of the freedom philosophy I have 
had the privilege of knowing. Harry’s numer-
ous books and columns, his radio and Internet 
broadcasts, and his speeches educated mil-
lions in sound economics and the benefits of 
a free society. Harry motivated many people 
to become activists in the movement to re-
store American liberties. 

Harry first came to public attention in the 
1970 when he penned a best-selling invest-
ment book, How You Can Profit From the 
Coming Devaluation, which foresaw President 
Richard Nixon’s abandonment of the gold 
standard and the ways the American economy 
would be damaged by the inevitable resulting 
inflation. Harry’s book helped many Americans 
survive, and even profit, during the economic 
troubles of the seventies. It also introduced 
millions of people to the insights developed by 
followers of the Austrian school of economics 
regarding the dangers fiat currency poses to 
both prosperity and liberty posed by fiat. How 
You Can Profit From the Coming Devaluation 
is generally recognized as the founding docu-
ment of the hard money movement, which 
combined the insights of the Austrian econo-
mists with a practical investment strategy. 

Harry’s third book, You Can Profit from a 
Monetary Crisis, reached number one on the 
New York Times bestseller list. Other popular 
books by Harry include How I Found Freedom 
in an Unfree World, The Great Libertarian 
Offer, and Why Government Doesn’t Work. I 
was pleased to write the foreword for one of 
Harry’s books, Liberty A–Z: Libertarian 
Soundbites You Can Use Right Now, a collec-
tion of direct, thought-provoking, and often hu-
morous responses to the questions advocates 
of the freedom philosophy face. 

During the nineties, Harry worked to ad-
vance liberty as a presidential candidate, col-
umnist, radio talk-show host, and columnist. 
He also hosted an internet-based talk show 

and founded DownsizeDC, a grassroots advo-
cacy group whose goals are accurately 
summed up in its title. Even while struggling 
with Lou Gehrig’s disease, Harry maintained a 
full schedule of writing, hosting his radio show, 
and speaking around the country. 

Harry’s efforts were not limited to the eco-
nomic realm. He understood the threat to lib-
erty and prosperity posed by global crusades 
for democracy, as well as the importance of 
opposing restrictions on civil liberties. Harry’s 
outspoken defense of civil liberties and the 
Framers’ foreign policy of nonintervention took 
on added importance in the last years of his 
life when too many self-styled advocates of 
liberty attempted to curry favor with the polit-
ical establishment by focusing solely on issues 
of economic liberty or combined advocacy of 
low taxes and regulations with active support 
for militarism and restrictions on personal lib-
erty. 

In all his educational, financial, and political 
work Harry served as a model for everyone 
who works for the free society. Harry was prin-
cipled and uncompromising in message, while 
temperate and respectful of differing opinions 
in delivery. He avoided the histrionics too 
common in our today’s talk show culture, and 
he never personalized his arguments. Even 
when an opponent resorted to ad hominem at-
tacks, Harry always kept his presentation on 
the high ground of ideas and principles. In 
conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I extend my sym-
pathy to Harry Browne’s wife, Pamela, and 
daughter Auburn, as well as the many he be-
friend in his years in the freedom movement, 
and I pay tribute to Harry Browne for his life-
long efforts on behalf of individual liberty. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE AMERICAN BURN 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. PHIL ENGLISH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
I would like to call to the attention of my col-
leagues the immense contributions by the 
American Burn Association, ABA, to the fields 
of burn treatment, education and prevention. 

Whether caused by accidents, natural disas-
ters or potential terrorist attacks, the ABA has 
been integral in shaping the discussion on 
how this nation’s burn centers should manage 
burn injuries. In all cases, the American Burn 
Association stands ready as the critical initial 
line of first responders. They need our sup-
port. 

The ABA has more than 3,500 members in 
the U.S., Canada, Europe, Asia and Latin 
America. All of the members of the association 
are burn care specialists. They include physi-
cians, surgeons, nurses, occupation and phys-
ical therapists, researchers, social workers, 
firefighters, emergency response personnel, 
and the underpinning of burn research and 
care—hospitals with highly specialized burn 
centers. 

As an organization, the ABA sets the indus-
try standards for quality care for both civilian 
and military treatment of burn injuries. Its re-
search into advanced treatment for burn inju-
ries is the foundation for the high quality of 
care available to our wounded soldiers in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Furthermore, many of the 
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